
  
Christmas at the Movies:
Knowing God as Father

Matthew 1:18-23 (NLT)

18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to 
be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a 
virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, to 
whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her 
publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.

20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Jo-
seph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. 
For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:

23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”

Galatians 4:4-5 (NLT)

4 But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject 
to the law. 5 God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so 
that he could adopt us as his very own children.

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 
thing about us.” ~ A.W. Tozer

Luke 15:11-24 (NLT)

11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two 
sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now 
before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a 
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time 
his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 
15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields 
to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was 
feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 17 “When 
he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired ser-
vants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go C
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home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 
19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a 
hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 
embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your 
son.’ 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in 
the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 
23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 
for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but 
now he is found.’ So the party began.

1. Our sins are never Greater than our Fathers Love.

“The depth of the son’s repentance is matched only by the depth of the father’s 
love.”

Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)

38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Nei-
ther death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, noth-
ing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ephesians 3:16-19 (NLT)

16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with 
inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your 
hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep 
you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you 
experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then 
you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes 
from God.

2.  Our Father is Always Approachable.

Hebrews 4:16 (NLT)

16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will re-
ceive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.C
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3. We don’t have to earn the Fathers Love.
“Grace is getting what we don’t deserve, and mercy is not getting what we do 
deserve.”

Romans 5:6-8 (NLT)

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died 
for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright 
person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is 
especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to 
die for us while we were still sinners.

Luke 15:25-32 (NLT)

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned 
home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the 
servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your 
father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe 
return.’ 28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came 
out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and 
never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you 
never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when 
this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear 
son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 32 
We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has 
come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”

“You can be in the presence of the Father and 
still not understand the heart of the Father.”
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